
Roadmap: How to Get High-
Paying AI Jobs (Without a
PhD) 
(Designed for learners who commented “Rolex” — from the
desk of @ankurdecodes)



For years, people believed that to get a high-paying job in AI,
you need: - A PhD - 10 years of research - Publications - Heavy
mathematics 
But today, the AI industry has changed completely. 
Companies in India and globally now prefer skill-based
candidates who can: - Build functional AI projects - Work with
generative AI tools - Deploy machine learning models - Work
with data & insights - Create automations 
This means you can earn high-paying AI salaries without a PhD,
as long as you build strong skills and projects. 

These are the top-paying roles mentioned in the video

Works with LLMs, RAG, chatbots, AI agents. 

Creates dashboards, insights, and data solutions. 

Builds ML models and pipelines. 

1. Generative AI Engineer

2. Data Analyst / Senior Analyst

3. Machine Learning Engineer

1. Introduction: AI Jobs Are Booming — But
Degrees Don’t Matter Anymore 
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2. High-Paying AI Career Roles You Can
Aim For 
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Beginner: ₹5 – ₹10 LPA 
Mid-level: ₹12 – ₹25 LPA 
Specialists / LLM Engineers: ₹25 – ₹50+ LPA

$60,000 – $200,000 depending on skills + portfolio. 

Your projects matter more than your degree. 

As mentioned in the video, stop obsessing over PhDs — instead,
focus on: - Generative AI projects - Machine Learning fundamentals
- Data analytics - AI tools & LLMs 
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3. Expected Salary Range (India + Global) 

4. The Only Things You Need to Start 

India (2026 Updated

Global Remote Roles

4. AI Automation Engineer 

5. LLM Engineer 

6. Product Analyst (AI)

7. AI Consultant / AI Solutions Architect 

Builds workflows using AI + automation tools. 

Finetunes large language models. 

Works on AI-driven products, user insights, and metrics. 

Designs AI-driven solutions for companies. 
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5. Step-by-Step Roadmap to Get High-
Paying AI Jobs 

STEP 1: Learn AI Fundamentals (Weeks 1–4) 

STEP 2: Learn Machine Learning (Months 2–3)

STEP 3: Learn Data Analytics Skills (Parallel) 

STEP 4: Learn Generative AI (Month 4)

This roadmap will help you get there. 

This roadmap will help you get there. 

Learn: - Python basics - Data structures basics - Pandas, NumPy
- AI fundamentals (what are LLMs?) 
Mini tasks: - Write 3 beginner ML scripts - Explore ChatGPT,
Claude, Gemini

Learn: - Regression, classification - Decision trees, random
forest - Feature engineering - Model evaluation 
Projects: - House price prediction - Churn prediction - Spam
detection

Essential tools: - Excel (advanced) - Power BI or Tableau - SQL
Projects: - Sales dashboard - Fraud dashboard - E-commerce
insights

Study: - Prompt engineering - ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini - Image
AI tools: Midjourney, DALL·E - Video AI tools: Runway 
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STEP 5: Learn LLMs & RAG Systems (Month 5) 

STEP 6: Build End-to-End AI Projects (Month 6)

Bonus:

Use Techyuni.com or its Chrome extension to discover trending
AI tools quickly. 
Projects: - AI content generator - AI chatbot - Auto email
generator - AI customer support bot

Learn: - What are embeddings? - Vector databases (FAISS,
Chroma) - Retrieval-Augmented Generation (RAG) - How
chatbots store and retrieve data 
Projects: - RAG-based chatbot for a website - Document-based
Q&A bot 

AI Tools:

ML Tools:

Data Tools:

ChatGPT 
Claude 
Gemini 
Midjourney 
Runway

Scikit-learn 
TensorFlow / PyTorch 
Jupyter Notebook 
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Month 1: Python + AI basics
Month 2–3: ML + Data Analytics
Month 4: Generative AI + Tools
Month 5: LLMs + RAG systems
Month 6: Projects + Portfolio + Job applications

7. Job Platforms for High-Paying AI Roles

8. 6-Month Fast-Track Timeline

SQL 
Power 
BI Excel

Zapier 
Make 
Notion AI

LinkedIn Jobs
Naukri
Indeed
AngelList
RemoteOK
Wellfound (ex-AngelList Talent)

Stay updated using Techyuni’s Chrome extension.

Automation Tools:

9. Tips From @ankurdecodes
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Projects are more important than certificates 
Apply even if you think you're not ready
Study other people's GitHub projects 
Spend 30–60 minutes daily practicing 
Keep exploring new tools

You received this roadmap because you commented “Rolex”. 
If you follow this roadmap consistently for the next 3–6 months, you
can become job-ready for high-paying roles in AI, even without a
PhD or research background. 
For more AI tips, career guidance, and tool recommendations —
follow @ankurdecodes. 
Stay future-ready. Your AI career begins now. 

10. Your Next Step
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For more such Valuable Resources  

Follow @ankurdecodes
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